
Leadership talk about the “C” 
word!  

Disclaimer: 

I, Battalion Chief Orndorff, found everything 
I am sharing on-line but we have to listen as 

we are dying from things we can prevent! 



file:///C:/Users/o2705/Documents/Cancer Talk for Cumberland Valley Fire/A young firefighter's story about cancer.mp4


Statistics  

 LODD’s from Cancer vs. any other cause 
 68% more likely than the public 2/3 
  FF VS General population 

 Testicular    102% 
 Multiple Myeloma  53% 
 Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 51% 
 Skin Cancer   39% 
 Brain Cancer  32% 

 



Leadership 

 Be seen and express concern  
 Walk the walk  
 Emphasize the use of safety equipment  
 If you see something say something  
 Be the salty dog of change  

 

Photo: Firefighter in shorts, tennis shoes battles fire 
The career firefighter, visiting to run an Ironman race the 
same weekend as the blaze, 'felt the need to jump in‘ 
Jul 28, 2015 



Company Officer 

What is the Role of the Company Officer in Addressing 
Firefighter Cancer?  
 The company officer, as the leader of the most 

operational working group in the fire service, is the 
single most influential person concerning the team’s 
attitude, operations and willingness to change.  

 In this key role, the company officer must lead by 
example and set clear expectations concerning cancer 
awareness, prevention, tracking of exposure and the 
essential operational changes necessary to minimize 
exposure to carcinogens and other toxins. 



Battalion Chiefs  

 Second set of eyes 
 Next level of supervision  
 Provides reinforcement of SOP’s or SOG’s 
 Practices as they preach  
 Knowledgeable on the WHY 



What can we do? 
 Take action against cancer  

 White paper (Read it) 
 Understand (see what is happening) 
 Support (give the troops the tools they need) 

 
 





What is the opportunity? 

 Exhaust system  
 Wearing SCBA’s 
 Cleaning of gear 
 Pump Operator 
 Command Post  
 Clean the inside of 

apparatus 
 

 Dirty Faces 
 Rehab  
 Fire Marshals 
 Second set of gear 
 Bagging gear/not placing it 

in cab 



Tools to our favor! 

 Baby wipes/rescue wipes  
 Clean all PPE including hoods/gloves 
 Carry gear in a zippered bag or even a sealed trunk 
 Wear sunscreen  
 Shower after returning to quarters/before doing anything else  
 Clean off prior to rehab/even going to restroom 
 Wear gear correctly  
 Decon, Decon, Decon 



What WFRD does! 

 Decon equipment to include: 
 5 gallon bucket 
 2 ½ reducer to hose adapter  
 Garden hose 
 Brush  
 Soap 
 Rescue Wipes 
 Commercial gear washer  
 Strict procedures on air monitoring  

 

     Cost  
 Under $100 per apparatus 



What WFRD does cont.! 

 Training  
 SOP review  
 IB’s to address tools provided  
 Gear washer  
 Hood wash Sunday’s  
 Room to improve  
 Second set of gear  
 Air monitoring on all scene’s 
 Have all members clean all gear  
 See something say something  
 Make sure equipment is in working 

order  

 Leadership support  
 Gear bags 
 Physicals annually  
 Good rapport with City administration  



WFRD Is Not Perfect! 

 We do make mistakes  
 We still put the patient/victims first  
 We have to remember that it won’t change over night  
 We have not written a direct SOP to expectations  
 We are planning on setting reminders on department calendars or certain days to 

complete cleaning  
 



Fire Cancer Network 




